
DhammaGiriVipassanaInternationalAcademyIgatpuri422403Dist.Nashik,MaharashtraTel:[91](2553)244076,244086;Fax:[91](2553)244176;Email:info@giri.dhamma.org;Website:www.vri.dhamma.orgMumbaiOffice:VipassanaInformationCentre,C/oSmitaKamdar,7C,SureshColony,S.V.Road,NearNanavatiHospital,VileParle(W),Mumbai400056.Tel:022=26178701(2:30to5:00p.m.exceptSundays).DhammaGiri,meaning'HillofDhamma',isoneoftheworld'slargestmeditationcentresandthemaincentreofarapidlygrowingglobalVipassanaorganization.SituatedinIgatpuri,arailwaytownthreehoursfromMumbai,DhammaGirifulfilledthecherishedwishofSayagyiUBaKhin,thedistinguishedVipassanateacher,tohaveafull=fledgedVipassanacentreinIndia.WiththeestablishmentofDhammaGiri,theGangesofDhammaagainbegantoflow,aftermillennia,fromthecountryofitsorigin.Fromthisoncewindy,barrenplateauwithafewancientruinsandmangotreesbeneathamountain=likehilltop,DhammaGirihasbecomeauniqueuniversityofthemindtowhichpeoplefromallovertheworldarewelcomedtobeestablishedinthepracticeandtheoryofVipassana.DhammaGirihosteditsfirstten=daycourseinOctober1976.Goenkajinamedthemostremoteandquietportionofthe23=acrelandastheShantiPathar(PlateauofPeace).ConstructionbeganontheplateauinJanuary1978.InMarch1979,thecentralcoreofthepagodabuildingwasinaugurated,consistingofacentralmediationcellforthePrincipalTeachersandsurroundedbyconcentricringsofcellsinwhichstudentscouldmeditateindividually.Ayearlater,anadjacentmeditationhalltoseat300peoplewasbuilt.Thisbecamethebaseforalargerhollowpagoda,withinwhichtheoriginalpagodaremainsintact.ThissuperbMyanmar=stylestructurerisingsixtyfeet(eighteenmeters)with330mediationcellsisareplicaofthefamousShwedagonPagodainYangon,Myanmar,thecountrythatcarefullypreservedtheBuddha'spracticalteachinglongafteritwaslosttotherestoftheworld.DhammaGiriservesupto700studentsineach10=daycourse.SeparateresidentialblocksareavailableforDhammaservers,besidesresidencesforPalischolarsandstudentsoftheVipassanaResearchInstitute.SinceDecember2004,Dhammaservershavebeendoingmostofthemaintenance,cleaning,gardeningandhousekeepingworkthatwasearlierdonebypaidstaff.ThesevenDhammaHallsbeingusedinDhammaGirihaveatotalcapacityfor930students.ThreeDhammaHallsareusedforeachten=daycourse,withtwoDhammaHallsformalestudentsandaseparateoneforfemalestudents.DiscoursestooareheldinseparateDhammaHallsformalesandfemales.DhammaHallsIandII,whichcancomfortablyseat350studentseach,haveanoverheadDVDprojectionsystemwitha100=inchscreenfordiscoursesandDhammafilms.Atleasteightassistantteachers,apartfromtraineeassistantteachers,serveeachten=daycourse.WiththeestablishmentofDhammaTapovanaforlongcourses,around24ten=dayandshorteroldstudentscoursesareannuallyheldinDhammaGiri.Oneortwolongcoursesareheldeachyear.Besidesitsbusyannualcourseschedule,DhammaGirialsoco=ordinatesassistantteacherschedulingacrossIndia,preparesteachingmaterialforDhammacentresworldwideandhostsannualmeetingsforteachersandDhammaserversfromaroundtheworld.



ServinginDhammaGiribecomesabeneficialandinspiringchallengetomeettheincreasingdemandforVipassanainthecountryofitsorigin.Around1500applicationsarereceivedforevery10=daycourse,withthenumbertouching3,000duringsummervacations.FromMay2004toMay2005,studentsfrom60countriesparticipatedincoursesinDhammaGiri.Everymonth,around3,000visitorsanswerthecallof'ehipassiko'or'comeandsee',includingbusloadsofguestsfromMumbaieveryalternateSunday.Thegrowingworkloadisbeingroutedthroughgreateruseoftechnology.AnewInformationCentrethatisbeingestablishedwith15computerterminalswillcentralizetheexistingandfuturecomputeroperationssuchascourseregistration,onlineschedulingforassistantteachersinIndia,andmaintaininganationwidestudentdatabase.Makinguseofcurrentaudio=visualtechnology,twonewmodernrecordingstudioshavebeenestablishedin2005.OnestudiointhePrincipalTeachers'residencemakesitmoreconvenientforGoenkajitorecordnewinstructions,Dhammadiscoursesandotherprogrammesrequestedfromthemedia.AnewlibraryandsecretariatofficeinthePrincipalTeachers'residencealsofacilitatesGoenkaji'sworkduringhisstaysinDhammaGiri.Akeydevelopmentin2004wasconstructionoftheMyanmarGate,agrandedificestandingbothasasymbolofgratitudetoMyanmarforpreservingVipassanaandasacombinedgatewayforDhammaGiri,DhammaTapovana,SayagyiUBaKhinVillageandtheVipassanaResearchInstitute.Aboundarywallencirclingtheentirecampuswasanotherimportantrequirementfulfilled.Aself=startinggeneratorandanewwaterpipelineeasethestretchingofresourcestoserveover15,000studentsonresidentialcoursesannuallyinDhammaGiri.Butthechallengesduringtheyearmeltinwinterduringtheuniqueandmuch=awaitedfeatureofDhammaGiri:theTeacher'sSelf=CoursewhentheDhammafamilyfromallovertheworldarewelcomedtomeditatewithGoenkajiandMataji.In2004,studentsfrom41countriesjoyfullyparticipatedintheTSCandallhadthechancetopersonallymeetandmeditatewithGoenkajiduringthecourse.Intheserenestillnessofduskduringthe6.00p.mgroupsitting,GoenkajiandMatajicansometimesbeseenwalkinginthequietpathwaysofDhammaGiri.AsaconstantreminderoftheirselflessDhammaworktoserveallbeings,thewindchimesatopthegoldenpagodaseemtoringthemessageofliberationfromthisHillofDhamma:bahujana=hit±ya,bahujana=sukh±ya=forthegoodofmany,forthebenefitofmany.


